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STUDENTS 
 
 
Firearms and Weapons 
 
 
 
The district is a weapon-free school zone. Except as otherwise permitted by Policy or required by 
applicable law, a person may not possess a weapon on district property. See also Policy 5144 Code 
of Conduct. Each person on district property must also comply with the federal Gun Free Schools 
Zone Act. 
 
A. As used in this Policy: 
 

1. An “antique firearm” means that term as defined by MCL 750.237a. 
 

2. A “firearm” means any weapon that will, is designed to, or may readily be 
converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive. 
 

3. “Pistol” means that term as defined by MCL 28.421. 
 

4. “District property” means: 
1. a building, playing field, or property used for school purposes to impart 

instruction to students or used for functions and events sponsored by a 
school; and 

 
2. a vehicle used by the district to transport students to or from a place 

described in subsection A.4.a above. 
 

5. A “weapon” means a firearm, pneumatic gun, dagger, dirk, stiletto, knife with a 
blade over 3 inches in length, pocketknife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, 
or brass knuckles, or any other object used, intended, or represented to inflict 
serious bodily injury or property damage. 

 
B. Permitted Uses 
 

The following persons may possess a weapon on district property: 
 
1. A peace officer as defined by law; 

 
2. A student’s parent or guardian licensed to carry a concealed pistol may carry a 

concealed pistol (but no other weapons) while in a vehicle if the parent or guardian is 
dropping the student off at, or picking the student up from, the student’s school; 

3. A person with permission from the Superintendent or designee to possess a firearm (but 
no other weapons) within any lawful parameters established by the board; 
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4. A non-student at least 18 years old who possesses an unloaded firearm (but no other 
weapons) in a wrapper or container in a vehicle’s trunk while transporting a student to 
or from the school if any of the following apply: 

 
a. The person is carrying an antique firearm while en route to or from a hunting or 

target shooting area or function involving the exhibition, demonstration, or sale of 
antique firearms; 
 

b. The person is carrying a firearm while in possession of a valid Michigan hunting 
license or proof of valid membership in an organization having shooting range 
facilities and while en route to or from a hunting or target shooting area; 

 
c. The person is carrying a firearm from the place of purchase to his or her home or 

place of business or to a place of repair or back to his or her home or place of 
business, or in moving goods from one abode or business to another abode or 
business; or 
 

d. If the vehicle does not have a trunk, the person is carrying a firearm in the passenger 
compartment and the person is otherwise complying with the requirements of 
subsection b or c and the wrapper or container is not readily accessible to the 
vehicle’s occupants. 

 
C. Violations 

 
1. Students and District personnel with knowledge that a person is in violation of this 

Policy should immediately report the violation to the building principal or designee. 
 
2. Violation of this Policy will result in discipline of students, employees, and contractors, 

up to and including expulsion or termination, removal from District property, and 
referral to law enforcement. 

 
A. Mandatory Suspension or Expulsion 
 

Building principals and other administrators must refer all incidents that may result in a 
mandatory suspension or expulsion to the Superintendent or designee for transmission to 
the board. As explained below, the board recognizes that in some circumstances it may 
choose not to suspend or expel a student. Nothing in this section may be construed as 
limiting the Board’s discretion to suspend or expel a student for any offense that the student 
code of conduct identifies as possibly resulting in suspension or expulsion. 
 
1. Possession of a Dangerous Weapon 

 
1. Possession of a Firearm 
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If a student possesses a firearm in a weapon-free school zone, the board will 
permanently expel the student unless the student demonstrates, in a clear and 
convincing manner, at least one of the following: 

• the student was not possessing the firearm to use as a weapon or to deliver, 
either directly or indirectly, to another person to use as a weapon; 

• the student did not knowingly possess the firearm; 
• the student did not know or have reason to know that the firearm constituted 

a “dangerous weapon”; or 
• the student possessed the firearm at the suggestion, request, or direction of, 

or with the express permission of, school or police authorities. 
 
If a student demonstrates one of the above circumstances in a clear and convincing 
manner and the student has not been previously suspended or expelled from school, 
the Board will not expel the student unless the Board finds that, based on the 
circumstances, expulsion is warranted. 
 

b. Possession of a Dangerous Weapon (Other than a Firearm) 
If a student possesses a dangerous weapon (other than a firearm) in a weapon-free 
school zone, the board will consider whether to permanently expel the student or to 
impose a less severe penalty after first considering the Mandatory 7 Factors. 
 
The board is not required to expel a student for possession of a dangerous weapon 
(other than a firearm) if the student demonstrates, in a clear and convincing manner, 
at least one of the following: 

• the student was not possessing the instrument or object to use as a weapon 
or to deliver, either directly or indirectly, to another person to use as a 
weapon; 

• the student did not knowingly possess the weapon; 
• the student did not know or have reason to know that the instrument or 

object constituted a “dangerous weapon”; or 
• the student possessed the weapon at the suggestion, request, or direction of, 

or with the express permission of, school or police authorities. 
 
If a student demonstrates one of the above circumstances in a clear and convincing 
manner and the student has not been previously suspended or expelled from school, 
the Board will not expel the student unless the Board finds that, based on the 
circumstances, expulsion is warranted. 
 

c. Applicable Definitions for Dangerous Weapon Offense 
 
“Weapon-free school zone” means school property and a vehicle used by a school 
to transport students to or from school property. 
 
“School property” means a building, playing field, or property used for school 
purposes to impart instruction to children or used for functions and events 
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sponsored by a school, except a building used primarily for adult education or 
college extension courses. 
 
“Dangerous weapon” means a firearm, dagger, dirk, stiletto, knife with a blade over 
3 inches in length, pocketknife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, or brass 
knuckles. 
 
“Firearm” means (i) any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed 
to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; 
(ii) the frame or receiver of any such weapon; (iii) any firearm muffler or firearm 
silencer; or (iv) any destructive device. “Firearm” does not include an antique 
firearm, as defined by 18 USC § 921. 
 
“Destructive device” means (i) any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas (including 
a bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces, 
missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one-quarter ounce, 
mine, or similar device); (ii) any type of weapon (other than a shotgun or a shotgun 
shell that the Attorney General finds is generally recognized as particularly suitable 
for sporting purposes) by whatever name known which will, or which may be 
readily converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other 
propellant, and which has any barrel with a bore of more than one-half inch in 
diameter; and (iii) any combination of parts either designed or intended for use in 
converting any device into a destructive device and from which a destructive device 
may be readily assembled. 
 

d. Additional Procedures for Dangerous Weapon Expulsion 
 
The Superintendent or designee must ensure that if a student is expelled for 
possession of a dangerous weapon, the student’s permanent record reflects the 
expulsion. The Superintendent or designee must refer a student who is expelled for 
possession of a dangerous weapon to the county department of social services or 
the county community mental health agency and notify the student’s 
parent/guardian (or the student, if the student is at least age 18 or is an emancipated 
minor) of the referral within 3 calendar days of the expulsion. The Superintendent 
or designee must also make a referral to local law enforcement and contact the 
student’s parent/guardian immediately any time a student is found to have brought 
a dangerous weapon to school or possessed a dangerous weapon at school, at a 
school-related activity, or in a school vehicle. If a District official confiscates a 
dangerous weapon, the district official will give the dangerous weapon to law 
enforcement and will not release the dangerous weapon to any other person, 
including the legal owner. 
 
Unless reinstated pursuant to Revised School Code Section 1311(6), a student 
expelled by another district or public school academy for possession of a dangerous 
weapon may not enroll in the district. 
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  Legal Reference: Michigan Compiled Laws -  
MCL 28.425o; MCL 123.1103(b); MCL 750.237a; 
MCL 750.552; United States Code - 18 USC 922; 
20 USC 4141(g) 

 
See Also:  
Board Policy: 5144 Student Code of Conduct 
            5146 Weapon Free School Zone 
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